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A brand HIV-AIDS
Aworeness programme
targeting primary
scheools kicka off in the
narth.

Many people watch
il their heoith there days.

ETR{UTRTOTNTETHET

The start af a

1} fortnightly sorles an
| the owils in Momlbic

| ro we con [earn more
N abeut them.

Wennesoay Ocrosen 62003 3

(ONITHE BALL .. This group of yaung people did not wail fe be asked but volunteered their timo fo work in the Biodivarsily Garden al e
Windfioak wask bafora last: Their efforts nolonly included digging and planting bel thoy alsc managed to move huge rocks. something due fo ba done muctt falar
Project cocrdinator, Tharina Bird from the miseum, commendad the volunteers for their punciuality, keenness. self-motvalion, hard work and wondarful spit.
Iike thesa, Namibia has indeed got a Bright future, ” she added:

The pariteize aﬁz?ﬂd =

A groas of biology and science pupils fram e
Immianue Shifedi Secondary Sehodl inKatutura
baed e time of thair lives deing the racant
schpal holidinys, Thie geown want ona collaeting
trip 1o the Huns Mountsins @ the South with
seientists 1o collact spocimens {o tha Mational
Museum's collection. One of the most positive
things, axpadition leacder Tharina Bird, s3id wis
hovwlaamarslost their fear of spiders and snakes
andcamoto appraciateand valus theminsiead,

Octtber A2., 2004
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SCIENCE

ing through an G-t barm.

Shafts of esrie light seep
lhraugh cracks in {he woodwark, il-
luminating huge and intricate spidar's
wabs, Almost inaudibly, you hear
the clacking of mandibles. You turn,
slowly, and paint your Mlashlight o a
dark comer, Nathing,

Wham, 2 huge, furry baboan spider
leaps in your face, its razor-sharp
fangs dripping wilth deadly venom.

“That |s utler nonsense,” says
Bansan Muramba, part-time curator's
assistant at the Mamibian Mational
Musaum's Arachnelogy depariment,
Banson has a passicn for spiders
and gels pratty angry when thoy
are depicted as deadly, ferocicus
or mean, “Spiders are moslly harm-
less, lovable creatures,” he says, *If
people took the tima to gat to know
spidera, they would also'love them.”

Banson is 20 years cid and fin-
ished high scheal last year at Im-
manuel Shifidi High Schoal in Wind-
haek,

Ha helps 1o @k care of speci-
mens, while the arachnid cura-
tor, Tharina Bird, ison a
fiald rip. callecting spidars.
and scorpions {or the
muSEum.

“Hollywood makes a
number of mistakes,”
says Benson,
“Firatly, have

PJcLum the scona. You're walk-

you? Alsa,
spiders will
mosily fry

la flea.”

The worst

lie that
movic-mak-
ers lel Is that
spiders ara
all dangeraus
o humans.
“Thare ara
over §00
spider types
in Mamibia.
Only four of them
are known (o cause
serous offacts in hu-
mans.” Thesa include
the violin spidars,
brown buttan spiders
and sac spiders.
Those can give nasty
bitas, bul hardly ever

tn the paim af his hand.

do. Evan their biles are mostly troat-
ablo.

“The vast majerity of spiders, even
{hose in your bath, are completely
harmless. Spiders play such an:
impartant role in natura — why don't
lhey make a movie aboul that?”

Benson enjoys baing different
He is; as far as he knows, the only
Herera spiderman in the world, t}.a
jokes. “lnmy cullure, spiders ara
not consid- !

bacome a sclentist and will return
to my people and teach them about
spiders.”

Benson has nina brothars and
sislars — he is the second-younges:.
“Mest of my brothers and sisters are
professional people, or are studying,
I'm the only one who is inta spiders.”

Mamibia needs local scientists,

says Bensan. “Many of the cura-
fors at the museum ane from
ather countrias - we don't have

ared very enough local
impartant. __u.i:nanlisﬁ.' Ha
Many of i says he
my friends would
don't even en-
knew the cour-
difference age
between yaunger
spiders peaple
.and;. o gat
In- inta
50045, \ sci-
| have , & ance
graat as a'profession. “Bul i's not a bed
plans to 3 Loaf rm‘s\Unlass you have a passion
&

i

_ YouvrweareR

CUDDLY... Parl-lime curalor's assisfont
EBanson Mummba holds ihis baboon spidar

far the science field you choose, you
might give it up later. IU's Rare work,
but worth it.”

IU's nit impessible 1o follow a
carger in the patural sciences, as
EBenson's overseer, curalor’s assist-
ant Hermine nana-Uusiku explaing,
“listaried at the musaum as a recep-

_ tionist. The museum assisted with

my trainkng and now | am here, |
hope to become a chief curalor one
day,” says the 32 year-ald mother of
one.

Lika Bansan, Harming has no fear
of spiders. "I'm the one wha removes
them from the bath,” she says and
laughs,

At wark, she also feeds the scor-
picns. "They are nol SCAYENNETs.
They want la kil their own food.™ She
feeds them liva insects. "They are
hunters, just like lions,” she says wilh
admirafian.

During my visil, Hermine was sorl-
ing insects ond spiders from a tray
placed in the field, filed wilh a liquid
known as “anti-freaze”. Tha liguid
prasenves insects and splders that
fall into tha traps. “The insects are
sent to ihe other depariments and
we keep the spiders,” she explaing.

Spiders can also fty. “Many smaller
spiders travel for miles on the wind.,
Thay just releasea a litde line of sitk,
lift their abdemeans up in the air and
off lhey go." says Benson, Alse, he
says, spider webs are so sirong that
scientisis ara naw invastigating ways
to make bullel-proof vests out of spi-
dar's waeb, "It's so light, bul stronger

ian steal.”
=Hobus Oosthuizen

oy

CLOSE UP ... Curator's assistant Hov
rmipna inana-Ueaik studying an aeach-

nid spocimen under the microscops.
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GETTIN STAF.'TEEI.. Gmnpsafmrm -?donrm Wire ubo on handar the launch fo collact pladyes from #ragua.ﬁm holp pay for the ovor.

Fll‘Sl Aim:an science fair fﬂl‘ WIIII“IIIBK

QLD SCIENTIST ... IMLAST avents manager Ursula
Matzopolous ani nranaging diroctor Raoul Matzapoiaus (right)
m"!r & raither “old” young sclentist Lazanss Jacobs who was
thes diroctor of ceramonies at thi faunch, Lazarus was a kean
covptestant it science fairs wien he was still al school and Mrs

Matzopoloys was his toacher.
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eamers al schoals up

and down Namibia ata

had at work thinking
aboul what o exhibit on 'Ii‘liB
enr's scionce fair. As we
kniow these fairs are bacom-
ing maore and moro popular
and atiracting many mana
leamers from ihe regions as
wall.

This year though we won't
only be compaling with leam-
ers from more regions, we wil
have to pit our skills against
all of Africa and some ather
olher countries as well,

Mamibia, small as it is and
with a handful of voluntears,
has been taking part success-
Tully in science fairs in South
Africa and averseas for many
years, Twenly-throe in fact
ihe organisers lell us.

Last year at the [nlemation-
al Sciance Fair in Santiago in
Chila, Namibia was invited to
bitl to hosl the first regional
science fair 1o bo hald in
Africa, With firm suppart from
Soulh Africa and Tunisia, Na-
mibia’s bid was successiul,

That is why we hava lo
plan to accommodate and
campale against around 700
young scientists from 40 Afr-
can coundries and olthers like
he Uniled States, Mexico,
Kuwali, Saudi Arabia, Mew
Zealand, Tatwan, China and
Germany al thi Expo Science
Africa (ESA) 2008,

Ta help arganise this huge
event, we now have a new
non-ovammental organisa-
tion IMLAST (International
Movement for Lelsure Activi-
ties, Science and Technalogy)
Lo assist the Mamibia Mathe-
malics and Science Teachers
Association (Namsta) and the
Ministry of Education,

TRADE TALKS ... Doputy
Trafe and Industry minister
Bemirardt Esau enjoyng a chal
with Windhoak bustnesshan
Stave Galloway ai iho launch
af the Expo Sciance Africs
2006 in Windhoek last weak,

CDDKWG . Twarry-| rvm—ynaa.rmﬂ(rm: Gonxob, muum{”n
aitend Cosmas High Sehool, arwd iz gaing o college later s
year with his sofar oven,

The intemational bady that
hiag baen running scenca
fairs around the world sincs
1976 and has 100 bodies
affdiated io it and is calied
MILSET, had been trying to
find & country 1o host a fair
like ESA 2006 for abaut eight
VEArS.

Now that Namibia has tak-
en an the job, ihoro is heaps
of planning 1o be done.

At the lmunch of ESA 2006
In Windhoak last weak, Prime
Minister Mahas Angula ex-
plaingd how impartant such
a fair iz and asked evorybody
fram the leamers who will
take parl Io govemment min-
isteries, ombassies and busi-
nesses o help whera thay
could, That is why a number
of businesses pledgod
manay and assistanes at the
faumeh. Having so many visi-
ors to Windhoek is expected

e bring an amount of aboul
NHB millian to the iy,

In his adefrass Youth, Na-
tional Sorvice, Sport and Cul-
tura Minister Jolin Mutorwa,
standireg in for education
ministar Nangolo Mbumba
reminded the audience thal
Aaticie 20 of Namibia's consti-
tution, aboul education, was
part of the chapior on fun-
damental human righls and
frondoms. That education
was a fundamental right.

Education too, he said, was
a partnership.

“Education is ino broad
and compéax 1o bo lofl Lo the
fiovemmant alone,” he saikd
urging support for the big
intemational evenl. We have
published the bedgel to give
an idea of what is noeded to
gat this event off he ground
and make it a big succoss.

- Carmen Honay

MAKING A CONTRIBUTION ... Andraas Wianache {ioft) of the
Habitat Dezart Research and Development Cevitro plodging
his time and prafessional advice al the Mch. Next fo him is
Harald Schiilt of Amusha Consultancy Services while yocrg
seiontists circufate i the backgraumnd collecting pladges,
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Read about two

are making a big.
contribution fowards
pie learn

ON TOP OF NAMIBIA . inran il Shifici High Schoal lanmers (froni 16} Marco do Cavathe, Lof Gabriel, Lo Mulakoshi; Hima Anguls, Jammia Shapaka,
Benson Murminba and David Nangombe at the bighest point it Namibia, the peak Konlgslel in the Brandbery, dering a Mp#ramhu‘mﬂﬂy'ﬁﬂh'ﬂ'aysmﬂslp

scfenfists colleet specimens. Read abaut thetm on pages 6 and 7.
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What a --M

scientist collects

n you visit @ museum, leal hoppers. laamears would have the oppartunity
you oxpect to view collec With schoal holidays fast ap- 1o go on similar expeditions,
tions be they of birds, proaching, Immanuel Shifidi physi- She sald she was delighled at the
animals, traditional culiures, miner- cal scsonce teacher, Nicholas anthusisam and dedication shown
als, historical artafacts, to namea a Krong, suggested they take a by tha Shifidi group. The 10-day tip
fesw. These collections don't just group of his leamers along ip help  was physlcally demanding as they
happen io be there by chance, Thay  as part of an educational ouling. only stayed In one place for a day or
are an imvestment in knowledge And thal is how the seven twa, The Brandberg is nof the easist

created by scientists in their different  learmers cama to experience the  dlimb and they covared lang dis-
specialities. Callections, each looked  real thing and climb a mountain tancas, sometimes under cover of
afler by a specialist in a particular around two kilometres high. nightfall, and were lucky to find
fizid called a curatar, allow for the “Itwas fally very worthwhile,” plenty of water.

development of information based according to Tharina, She said, in During the trip the group also did
on physical evidence, But what wa
see in a museum is enly a fraction of
what is done with a callection.
Bahind the scones, many thausands
of spacimens are kept under special
conditions, There are far too many to
dizplay for the public, but that
doesn’t mean they are simply
packed away and stored.

Social scientists (archaoologists,
elhnologists, anthropologists, histori-
ans) as well as those scientists
trained in natural history {gealegists,
palasantologists, batanists and
Zeologisis) keep on updating thair
collections with new material for
research by themseives and glher
scienlists around the world,

A recent discovery that has drawn
a lot of interest is that of the Insec!
called the Gladiatar, on Mamibia's
highest matntain, the Brandberg.

In the May holidays, a group of
physical selence and bislogy pupi
from Immanuel Shifldl High Scheol  her view, thera wera two criteria some 5ol erosion condral, “We did
in’'Katutura got the chance to find that could be used measure the aur litile bit,” Tharina sald, adding
oul exactly how scienfists go about  success of the trip. The onewas if  that if all dlimbers did the same it

WHAT A VIEW ... Jorermiah, David and
Benson on one of the highest polnts on the
Brandberg, during thelr receni Irip.

r L .
RIGHT UP THERE ... Tha hikers reach the top of a rdge during ihelr 10-day
collecting frip In the Brandberg fe halp sclentists with thedr research.

thair collecting. a reasonable amount of good would make a dilference lo the
The Mational Museum's curalor of  collecting was dane and sacondly i erosien on the mountain.
arachnida {spiders) Tharina Bird ther leamers had an enjoyable Equipmant for the frip was spon-
‘was praparing a collecling expedi-  educational e:tpariﬂma. “In both sored by the Réssing Fundalion,
lion to the Brandborg wilh a South  cases, | am safisfied,” she said, while Mamibla's Malional Blodi-

TOUGH TERRAIN .. The Gﬂfﬁeﬂ#ﬁgfﬂp o1 African entomologlst (a zootogist adding plans were underway o versity Programme helped with
the Brandberg was no walk in the park as the  specialising in studying insects), starl a project called Biodiversity food and medical supplies,
team had lo caver somo vary difficwt ground.. Michael Stiller who is working an Edu-Ventures, where many more - GCarmen Honey

THAT'S BETTER ... Teacher Nicholas Krane . s
altending to Hima's bisfers durieg hoeir ENSVNCIW... Can}d‘ngave.rymhgwunnodfarn 10-dnyﬁ'::nwﬂsaﬂmadaysmfar!hu ﬂnmanual’SJ‘uﬂn‘l'
ﬂdwngmmm&mdhwpdmmgﬁhn leamers and threo adulls who cimped the Brandbery to colloct spacimens far the National Mirseum in the May
holidays, halidays. Thoso picluras whare taken by the adulfs and Kindly sharad with s,
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fanyana would

like to visit the

Brandberg, you
must be in good
haalth, physically
strong and really
someana who uses
his beain wall. The
Bramdberg is like
anaihar waorld on its
awn wilh its undis-
lurbed beaty thal
onty a lew can see
and atknowledge as
also only a few
peopfe can really
make it there. ¥ou
merst camy all your
basic needs and
equipment, with this |
mean your food
enough for the days
ihat you are going ta
stay thera, waler,
small gas stoves,
gas eylinders, small
pat for beiling waler,
sleaping bags elc.
You must know how
1o wse your food 50
that it musi not get
finished earlier than

VERY IMPORTANT
INSECT ... This
mewly discoverad,
Insoct fownd fast yoar
on the Brandberg,
the Gladiator, has
hed 8 new crdar
creafed for it
bocause If doos mol -
It info any olher
ardar of insect.

you have planned Lo
use it Use water
wisely so thal the
animals that live in
the mountain can
drink - nol anly
animals but also
people who come to
tha mountain. | hava
sean a lot of plants,
animats and also the

Brandberg ilself
which [ only used o
BEB N Magazines
arvd ledavision

pictures,
- Lot Gabriel (19)
Grado 11

The trip was cool
but it was tough. You
really have o use a
bl of energy and you
must be seif-mati-
vated. Even when it
was iough, | really
leamed a kat of new
things. And | gained
6% af new skills and
knowledge. Soma of
the now things | had
oaly heard about,
bast now | have sean
them and it won't be
difficult far me to
leam about them,
fou gan say this was
a science shudying
1rip mot a collecting
Irip, Because afler-
wards | understocd
science betier and
what it is all abaul
Thera is really a big
differant between us
who went and those
leamers that stayed
Behind. Take a loak
at this example: In
school we sludy
about dilferent type
af rocks and we wha

. went saw them and

those who stayed
behind did nat see
them, and it is to our
adwaniage wha
weant, This Irip also
taught us how to
work togather wilh
olhers as a leam,

= Levi Mulokoshi
(18} Grade 11

This was the mast
inspiring trip Pve
aver had. It showod
me reality and Ihad
a lot of experiences,
AL fiest | regretted
ever going there, but
then thare was no
turming back, so |
docided not to give
up. | have seen and
leamed sof many
new things, such as
sloaping coid,
walking long dis-
tances and ‘neang al

snakes an tha Brandberg.

a high risk of dying.
What I've leamed is
that everyihing does
m! have to be easy

n order {o for you to
sunr.ean’. Besidos
that, | leamed that
nature is nevar
friandly to a person.
If anly | was asked to
make awish, | would
wish to go back
again, When | came
ta tha ity everylhing
wias just homible,
every second |
wished | was in the
bush, I took me bwo
weeks D owvarcomao
that. | really, roaly
appraciale what Mr
Krone has done for
us, giving us that
precious opporiunity.
Thank Youl

= Hilma Angula
(17) Grade 12

Thi first night we
arived, we sleptina
valley. Sandy and
Stony. Slept wall.
We wake up arcund
07h00 and DBhOD
and preparcd break-
fasL We ascended.
We couldn’t wail to
reach there. This irip
was my first lime 1o
exparience [ife in the
maountain.

| experienced a |ot
being at tha secand
and the highest
peaks in Mamibéa, |
hawve leamed a lot
like the formation of
slars making up a
hunter and a seor-
pian. | have seen
beautiful flowering
plants, animals and
many, many crea-
tures. | even saw
animals which |
thought were extinet.
Man this mauntain is
like paradise, It has
cloan natural water,
huge granite rocks,
some have while
quartz crystals
sparides. Vs good
to sleep under the
stars. How can | say

this trip was fun,

enjoyable, lovely. So
| appreciate
teacher for choosing

Tuesday Juna 24 2003 7

WHAT HAVE WE HERE ...

during iheir Brondberg frip,

me ko accompany
tham. When | read
this descriptian [
dream of retuming to
the mauntain.

= Joramy
Shapnka {17}

1 was wery proud to
be selecled 1o take
parL Although the
aim of the trip was
collecling differant
kinds of insects, it
was also an appodius
nily for me o see the
highest mountain
and peak in Namibia,
The frip was very
educative and
informative, |
leamed mare about
different insects and
spiders that live on
the meuntain. To get
or collect different
kinds of Insects and
spidars you have o
move from one placa
{0 anather and this
frvolved climbing ar
going down the
mauntain and it was
th difficult thing
because you were
camying & heavy bag
and somelimes you
had to climb very
sbeap cliffs. My
advice is that next
fime one must
undergo a certain
test bafore going.
But anyway it was
worth it. | realisa that
| can overcame any
obstacles in life no
matter how hard, |
have also loansd
that suffaring is part
of life and will be
with it. | really had
fun over thore swery
one was good o me

" and | ope that we

can do it next ime.
Thanks every ong.

- Benson Muram=-
ba (18) Grade 12

| realty enjoyed
he Brandberg
during the Iast three .
days, The first day |
gotvery scarad

becausa we arrivad
thare on Friday
midnight, 1t was
vary dark, we could
not see anything.
Woa started o walk
an Friday morning. |
only climbed for fiva
minutes then | got
tired, | never felt sa
tirad in my all life.
The second day
wias the worst day of
my life, at tha
beqinning every-
thing was fing, |
aven thought I got
used toit, but when
we startad going up
slopes | didn't fecl
my legs. | felt fire
running through my
legs but Miss Tha-
rina and Mika
helped all along.
The last three days
were my best days -
| was filler and
always In the front
positions. The
nights were the bast
time of the day;, wo
used to sit arcund
the fire telling
stores and jokes. |
learned how to
make fire wilh wood,
| leamed how waler
is very important in
our lives, | learmed
how 1o catch a
scarpion hiding in
thir hole, | stanted to
know mysalf batter.
| learmed that we

must appreciate
what wa have at
home, and | gol
SOMO oxperience on
cocking food with-
out using too much
gas.
- Marco de Cava-
Ihe {18} Grade 12

At first | thought
the Brandberg
mountain was a
very lilile, thin and
tall mountain, But
when wa gat thers il
was very amazing
ta sea that it s huge
wilh very large
kloofs, valteys,
watarfalls, waltar
holes, peaks and
fantastic natural
vegetation. Luckily
we found much
fresh water at lots of
points,

| had a lot of bad

&:parfmcels that |
fell wery tired the first
day we walked up. |
also started ealing
some af my food
fastar than nommal
and | realised it was
notgood and |
leamed my lesson.

| have gained a lot
of knowledge. |
leamed differenl
types of species,
algo the different
names of spiders,

Sefentizls Thanna Bird, from the Natiormal Museum In Windhook,
and Lot Gabrial, David Nangombe and Hivma Angula examine the spocimons they colected

like the sun spiders
and baboon spidars.
The diferance
betwean male and
famale spiders, 1
can now shaw t. |
also leamed that
scorpions with a
thick tall are the
mast venomous
ones. | saw somo
interasting animals,
which I have never
sean before. | even
caught a Gladiator,
which is a new up-
COming Spoces.
Scienlisis are busy
warking around the
clock trying o leam
more about that
species. It was also
my first experience
o be I direct
contact with while
peopla. | realised
lhat white people
are just the sama as
us, Itis only ihe
colour that differs,
and they have a
viery good sense of
humour. They arne
not bad people at
allll It was a very
passionabe momeant
for ma to walch the
sum rising on top of
MNamibia {Kanig-
stain}. It was an
unforgettable trip
from which | have
beneflad a loL

- Nangombe
David (17) Grade 11

DOING TH! BH.,.ToamhaJphmmmeamsbnnn
" iop of the majastic Brandborg, Mamibia's highes! mountai.
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Putting in that extra | BOMEBEORITY Dibaren recently cefeb- BROET An uplifting story of a

effort does pay off ar rated itx 2ist and the
thess lsamers prove d
4| with their haul of des«
erved year-end owards,

yourng man who prover
your can twm yeur e
araund, even in very
difficult clreumstancer.

Page 11

L . = ’l"d‘ :4 ?.Ar' -\ ‘ 1 -J ._-r-. . t- > e L {
KEEP GOING ... Twelva lucky feamers from Immanuo! Shifidi Secondary School in Katutura had the chance fo go
on @ colfacling expeditien for the Nationtal Musvem last kolidays. The inp took them to the Huns Mowntalns in the A-
Aiz Hol Springs Game Park in the south. Here they make thair way up & recky fciine fo enfay 8 spectacular viow
frowm ta summit, :
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CANTBE US! ..
Some of the partici-
panis snjoying a
shide show af thelr
scionlific colfecting
aexpedition fo the
Huns Mountaing in
soudhem Namibia,
Plelured al e back
o (frowm laft) Chiis
8ird, and the four
aduits who wenl on
the expodilion. Claire
Kolberg, Holger
Kolbeng, Micholas
Krong and Tharina
Bird.

THANK Y'OU ... Big thank you hug for
Thavini frorn Helmud Hensen on recaiwag a
cortiicale and smal momento of their trip.

second group af leamears who specialises in wellands, park The Irip is part of a project called Plants Increase in numbar tha
from Immanuwal Shifidi Sac- planning and research, and his Edu-Venlures, starled by Tharina. ta  higher one ¢limbs in the mauntaing,
cndary School in Katutura wifa Claire, who leacheas at the help overcome a staff shoage at the  because the higher you go, the more
hawia had the opportunity lo get close  Haly Cross Convent made up the museum by using voluniears and maisiure there is. When the group
fo nalure wilh scientists during a four adults whao guided IhvB young also expose talented young started aul, they were scared of the
recent iip to the Huns Mountains in -~ halpers. MNamibians to the sciences in the splders and snakes they came
tha soulh. Thie team covared aboul 10 fiedd. It has also given former partici-  acress,

Ten Grade 10 and two Grada 12 kilometres in all during their expedi-  panis a chance lo seo parts af the “Mow they have leamead how ta
leamers, whe lake biology and or tion which saw them climb some of  country and experience things they handle them, and respect them loo,”
scionce, wilth their science leacher  the highest pesks in Ai-Ais Hot would never have done, Tharina said at a slide show in
Micholas Krone, accompanied Springs Gama Park; which Is about 4 The party examined different Windhoek last week. She urged the
Tharina Bird, curator of arachnida 000 square kilomolres in area, and  habitals especially the plants and youngsters to share whal they had
(spiders) and myriapoda (insects like . borders South Africa. Going was insects in the area, in tho sast, experenced wilh athers and teach
centipedes and millipedos, with tough because vehicles are nol able  known as the Succulent Karoo, {hem what they had leared. Climb-
segmented bodies) from the Malional  to make it very far in the park with Tharina concenirated on collecting ing the rocky mountains was difficull
Museum, in Windhoek. on a 10-day  the party having to hike mostof the  insects, while Holger dic some bird-  and dauniing, but the group agreed
callecting trip during the last schoal way, carmying averything thay ringing to keep @ check on the habits  that once you do it, it feels very
holidays. Scientist Holgor Kolbarg, needed. and distribution of varlous species, good. - Carmen Honey

EE WHAT A SIGHT

A, -
COQLING OFF - The whole gang spmshmg m ]
CQrange River bordaring South Afdca, which can be seen
in the background, Back lefl scionce leacher Nicholas
Hmong, Jomes Ukarerand, Unomasa Kapers, Wickons
HKamfuozy, Edizon Hoebel and Michae! Kozondunga.
Bolom frem fell Hima Angula, Cista Rukaro, Jackson
Hififilwa, Tawno lpige, Helmud Harsen, Severeni
Akathingo and Margret Karihinga.

NOT THE HARD ROCK CAFE ... Leamars had lo rrmfre
the best of it when it came lo making thelr sleeping
amangamants an the rocky and sleep lerrain,

- Cvie of the

things thal
changod durmng
the trip was the
loamars"atli-
fude towards
Splciers and
snakas, once
Ihay hed been
shtowr how ta
approach and
work with them.
Hara Mamgrat [

Karihinga holils,  WHAT HAVE WE GOT? ... Examining an automatic Nght
a Psammophis  tmay thal aifracls Insecis for collection. If wses solar power
notosticius and comes on automabically at aighl. MHere it /s boing
(Kaveo sand cheched for specimens aRer baing faft behind al the base
snake). camp for three days.

BIRD RINGING ... Seientiz!-Holgar Kolberg places & ring
ofy o &ird’s fog bofore releasing it back fnle the witd, Wheon
lound later the ring will be able fo help rosearchers work
owl a fot ef informalion about the bird.
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Apletorial look
-at what the Immanuel Ehiﬁnl
Secondary School learners *rorn
Ratuturs experienced on thelr
racant expedition into the Namnh
Desert to help collect specimens
for the Mational Musaum In

A gmup of learners from Immanual Shnrdn Secnndary Schanl in Katutura has returned from theFr 1hlrd Eﬂu Venture, this .

A — Windhoesk.

At R AR ARRR

time to the Namib Desert. The Youthpaper asked some participants about their experiences:

Hilma Anghuwo (16}
Grade 11

It was my very first lime to
9o o the desert and I still
feel excited. The experi-
anca was worthwhile and |
pickod up valuable knowl-
edge about how plants and
animals survive in the
desart,

“I have also leamed that
in nature every living thing has a purpose. | was
particularty fascinated by the scorpions and |
hawe faund out that they are really not so
dangarous if you know how to handle them.*

Tangeni Namwandi (17)
Grado 11
"It was alsa my first ima &
.go to the desert and I think
that it was cool and very
Interesting out there. Wa
have leamed a lot and |
have now a competely
difierent autiook about
insects and reptiles,

“It was very interesting o
learn that snakes, spiders and insects are nol
50 dangercus unless you hurt them. | never
dreamed that | weuld held a snake or spidar
':;-Iih my bara hands but | did during the oxpe-

ition,

Emily Eino [16)
Grade 11
°I found the trip very
interasting and | experi-
entod a lot of things about
ihe reptiles and insecls
that are kepl in the mu-
seum, My favourile parl of
Ihve expedilion was when |
caught a desert snake.
“Itis & very interzsting
reptile particularty because | have never seen
such @ snake bofore. In fact, it was the vary first
lime that | have ever seen sand dunes with my
ayes, | have never been io the desert before.”

Petrus Undari {22
Grada 12 (finishad)
“The is the one trip | always
wanted to go on. | have
always put prassura on my
teachers fo tako me with,
This is only for Grade 10
leamers and me baing in
Grade 12 Iast year | had no
chance but | eventually gat
the Dppﬂl‘h.ll'Lﬂ.:.l

"The desert was fascinaling and it was the first
fime I set my foot in the Kuiseb River. | was
thrilled by the desert animals, their own unique
waary of living, | was surprised to see a Jackal,
springbok and gemsbok in tha dasart.”

Eliazer Uukunde (18]
Grada 12 (group eader)
“This Irip was an exciling
aya-apanar io ma. | have
learned @ lod during this
excursion in the deser and
It is fascinaling to know
hew animals learn to
survive with so littler water
in the deseari.

*| also learned about the
living organisms in the desert like snakes,
planis and scorpions. The dasert is so beautiful
and seeing spingbok and even goats surviving
in such a dry environment really surprised me,”

Martin Ndishishi {22)
Grade 12

%l raally looked forward to
going an lhis expadition
becausa | always wanbed
to sea whal the desert
Iooks like and how lhe
animals survive thera. |
was paricularly thrilled by
the way the springbak

walks.

*| also enjoyed Ihe excursions on the duncs
and mountains. | used to be afraid of helghts
but | raally had fun. | learned things like how to
sava waler in the desert because there was no
place to find water,”
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On to of.th'e' world

even Grade 10 leamn-

&rs from Jan Jonker

Afrikaner Sccondary
Sehool in Katutura made
their first contact with Na-
mibia’s highes! mountain, the
Brandberg, near Uis, during
Ihe recent school halidays.

This group took part of the
mcreasingly popular Edu-
Veniure programme, which
is being conducted by the
National Museum of Na-
mibia,

As i the past, the leamers
had to collect specimens and
other biological Hems for the
musaum, This was the high-
light of these popular educa-
tional tours where learmners

work alongside sciantisis
and help in the musaum's
research.

Apart from the excur-
sions and mountain hiking,
sleeping in the open and
the search for the creepies
and crawlies, the leamers
also enjoyed the beaudiful
landscapes that sumound the
130 millkan year-old moun-
iain. And after each day's
long walk, theme wars 12 in
lotal, leamers cooled off in
fhe nalural pools at the foot
of the mountain. They were
also axpased 1o dilferant
foods from the ones they
narmally eat at home like
soya beans,

Learnars enjoyed the
beauty of ihe landscape and
the Ugab River that runs
past the mountain; the bio-
diversity — in the form of the
the different specimens like
ther caterpillars, snakes and
scorpions and the archaeol
ogy —which is craatad by
the beautiful rock painlings
af the previeus inhabitants of
the mowntains.

The Brandberg |s also
known for its flora (plants)
fike the rare febacco planis,
sald lo be the first of their
kind in the entire world and
‘which {he former inhabitants
of the mountaing also used
o smoke.

Museum open tday

b

' P

3| to the Brandberg,

#OW,FDR THOUGHT .

From fefl Comelia Shapopl
{17). Francisca Andmde.

(20} and Morming-Star thind
{15) of Ella dts Plessis High
School in Khomasdal hear
all about plants and their

erses from the assisiant to the. |

curstor of the fusfory depart,
Chrisiine Kooper, This was
oni af the many departmants
that showed lpamors up
close whal thoy did during
the National Museum in
Windhoek's Opan Day,
acinvitios last week,

S0 MUCH TO SEE..
Loetrners from & number’
of Windhoek schoofs ook
the cppoviugity last waek to
visit the Nalioral Mussurm
in Windhook duing thefr
Opan Day activities, Thoso.
allowed visiiors & close up
ook at the varous displays.
Here Tharina Bird, who is

| the curalor of Araciinida ard

Myriapoda (the department
for spltess and insects ke
mifpedes and centipades),
axplaing an interesting point
lo'a group of leamors. She
took the Jan Jonkar Afikansar;
gVaLp on e Sdi-Vianture fhp

7

These Grade 10 learners from Jan Jonker Afrikanor Sec-

ondary Schoal In Katutura have just returned from thekr
schoal's first Edu-Venture, which took them to the Brand-

CXpETIENCES:

I
|
f
|

| "The cxpediiion was kind of nice but very
Lirinyg. e&pecially whon we had lo hike up

1he Brandberg. It was tsagh but | enjoyed

the excursiens and the other kids ware just

f fun ta be with. | anjoyed the singing and

*| carme ts 1enns with the beauty of natucs
and | really am thnilled about the beauty of
our coundny. | have develapied a groad inter-
eslin nature il all locked 50 bonng at the
begirning now | know tha! evenything has its pepess on earth.®

“This exhibition was very inlerosting and
very educational for me. Itwas alse an eye-
opener v many sepects
the nature. We expetienced a bt of good
things dairing our 12-day siay in the moun-

tains,

°| have lzamed that everyihing hat exisis in
natune has its pispose, Hwas fun waldng in
the figld bart | was 50 scared when we had
1o climb up the mounlain. | must, howeer,
admil that | wirs scared 1o sleep i the opon in e fielkd

barg. This l= what they told The Youthpaper abaut their

Rovival Garoes [16)

“Tha trig to the Brandberg was fun bt taugh,
We were alo mada i cat food Bal we dert
noanaly eat and the walar was wery dirty, |
also gol one of my irousars torm and | wis
wary angry with mysed],

*It wart so wondorfil o wake up on o moan-

Lain for tha vary firel time. The four was very ©

hoavy and 1 really enjoyed the soya beans. |
‘wiad alsa very oaciiod whan | held a seorpion
i my hand o the first time.”

Emily Uusiku {15}

, etpecially abaul

Dizon Gameamub (17)

“The Edu-Vionture was very inleresSng and |
really onjoyed mysell o kot We were siaging
and dancing and it was my first fime 1o hike
up & mounieEn. | was dead scand af siakes
and scorpeons at the beginaing.

"B | have developed B differem outlook
about ropliles and insects becausa | have
ovon heid & ecarpion in my hond. Thoess
Specimens e actually hanméess i you don’t
ireenad bo harm Bham. Tl waber was. green
bt saf to detni.”

Frans Abraham (15}

dandng

Fillermion Tabias {17)

The tour was fun and | renlly enjoyed walk.
Ing on the mourntain, It was very teugh ot the
beginning bug | can lall you for sie now thot
| wl b meore tham wiling to go back 1o fhe
Brandberg again. 1 is eo bapytifl,

1 have learnad & lol abows scorpians and
snakas and | even had the opportumity i
hald Lot in my hand. | have bocome fong
of snakes now and thay are real beawiful
repdiles, Wi brought a loi of specimens back
far the musoum.”

Dolton Manmeb (15)

I was very exced 6o be on Hs fowr and |
e bell you that | was never disappaintiod
« when | gat o theo Brandberg, | really enjoyed
+ mysal and | have learned a lat of Bings and

i “The mauntan hiking was exciting and |
e also leamed how lo handip anirmais
and how o use wator. Wa had to survive

wilh liltie watbor and | think that | will always
90 back because | mally had a good lime

I made a lof of fiends,

thare®
Lydia Thamas (16)

“The mamant | enjayed the mosi was when
v wiera handling the scompions, |was not
ecaded when | held # in my hand. In fact, it
felt 50 good. The mast difficult par of te
expeditian was o efimb ug the mauntan,
"It was a scary bt aleo very extiling oxpedi-
ence The waler was green bus i was drink-
able and i was fun sleoping in the opon,

| was ! scared of snakes and scorpions
beciuse wa ware slseping 02 sale places ™

SE=TTERT D
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scientists from

Immanuel
Shifidi Secondary
School in Katulura
surpassed hair wild-
ast dreams 1o clinch
bronze medals at
the South African-
hosted Intemational
Sciancea Fair in Pre-
toria a fortnight ago.

Jackson Hillflwa
and Makurala
Shamayuko, bath
17-year-old Grade
10 leamers al the
sehodol, wore very
proud when speak-
ing 1o The Youthpa-
per during an inler-
view ai ihe schoal
last Thursday.

Sald Makurata:
“This Is definitely the
proudest moment
in my lifa. Caming
from a poor back-
ground like mine |
did ned really expect
to come back with
a medal from South
Africa. | am happy
about what we have
achigved in Pretoria.

“There were a
Iot of children out
thera and the com-
palilion was vary
tatgh. Thara wara
also othar leam-
ars from Windhoek
and anather scheal
from Rundu compat-
ing. Some rafumed
with bigper prizes
and soma athers
came back emply
handed.”

Added Jackson: *|
also felt very special
when our names
were announced for
tha bronze medal,
Helll This is really
like a dream to ba,

| am happy, 1 am
axcited and | am
very proud to have
upheld the name of
aur schoaol,

“Firsl gold in both
reglonals and the
natianals back home
in Namibia and now
an interalioral
bronze. |t feols so
great and | don't
really have words
1o explain my joy at
1he momeani. Wa ara
aiming far more gold
next year,”

The leamers, who
h

Fair in Windhoek.
“We decided to do
a project on spiders
because it sounded
so original and that
Is something we
really want fo do.
| miust admit thal
the Edu-\entura
tripes wie underiook
last year played an
influential rale in
the selection of our

project.

“Spiders are prob-
ably one of the most
feared insects in our
couniry. They loak

“Most of the dala
we gaihered about
tha spidars was
gained during the
Edu-Venture expio-
rations.

It is also whera wa
discoverad our lava
for creaturas and
nature at large. We
have lzamt 1o appre-
ciate and preserva
natura.

“The maost valu-
able thing we have
leamt about spiders
iz that no mattar
haw ugly ihey are,
they are not really
a5 dangorous as

50 scary and wa so
{hé Edu-Venture diy wanted 1o find

—

DELIGHTED ... Makurals Shamayiko (fefl) and Jackson Hiliffhwa,
Iaka a deightid chunk from thelr bronze medal they clinched af the
Intermational Stience Fair in Prefoda, Soull Afdca,-osf waek. The
Immanwel Shifiai Secondery Schoo! Grade 10 leamors also rectived
geld medals for thetr spider project during the Namibian Young
Scialists Regional Exhibilion and the Narmitian Nationa! Scionce
Frir; respectively

frips organised by why they look so they look. They will
the Mational Mu- scary, But we also not da harm to man-
saum of Mamibia, wanted toteach the  kind unless they
entared the very woald out there that  are hurt or threat-
sama project on spi-  they were harm- ened first,” noted
dars which socured  less creatures of Windhoek-bom
themn gold medals nature,” explained Makurata.

at the recentiy-held  the Rehoboth-bom Baoth leamers, who
Mational Scisncea Jackson. staried thair primary

even Grade

YourapapeR

10 leamers from

Jan Janker Afrikaner Second-

ary School wont on the secand
Edu-Venture trip of the yoear organ-
Ised by the National Muscum of
MNamibia during the recent school
‘holidays. The leamers went hiking
on the Dikkewillem and Kirchberg

mountaing saw th

o wild horses in

the Aus area. Thoy also visited the'

ghost town of Kol

manskop, noar

Luderitz, This Iz what some of them

had to tell The Youthpaper about

Hima Nuule (15)

I decided to go on
this irip because |
WAS Vary curous
aboul nalure. The
leamars who wonl
o previous irips
abtways had fantastic
things 1o say abou
consanvalion and
nature and 1 'wanied

1o expanancs it mysolf,

*I must admit that [ understand nature
and its functions better now after this inp
to the south. The place is very mountain-
ous. Dikkewillem mountain and Kirchberg

have stch boautiful
and | really enjoyed

school education at
the Mandume Sen-

jor Primary Schoal

in Katiura, want to
foltow different fields

when they leave
school,
Jackson wants

to bacoma a doc-

tor, while Makurata
seems o be truly
hooked on nature
as she wanls lo
becoma a nalure
conservationist,
The latest Edu-
Venlure irip was

flowers and plants
Baing there.”

% Mirjam Hamunyela
oy (14)
“The best part of this

1rip 1o me was when

.| 'we had 1o ook for

spiders.and scoml-
ons under the rocks, .

U Ivwas realky fun and
- |1 enjoyad mysot
| fremendously; | also

] * liked lo.cimb on the
mmlahsﬂﬂimghlmﬁmsm'adal-

the beginning.

*| will aves forged iho moment | stood on
top of the Dikkewillem becalse itwas the
very firstiime I'd been on'a mountair. |
have also leamt the imporiance of wild
plants and ihat they can ba used In/make

medicing.”

“But Fhave'a bettar

Monica Henkall {16)

v Al “[ live In the Shan-

dumbala section of
Kattituraand 1 will
be hanest with you
andadmit that | have
been guilty of spoil-
ing nature by throw-
ing papers and olhar
SIT in the vild. | did
nol know what | was
doing then,
understanding of

nalure consarvation now. | was actually
shocked 1o leam thal | was desiroymng
the grass and plants in the field, | have

alsoleamt to love a
and its inhahitants.”

A
spansared. by tha
Swadish Intema-
tienal Develoment

Agency (Sida)

through the Mamibia

Nature Faundation

{MNF} and the Ross-

ing Foundation,

= Conrad Angula

nd respect nature

Daniel Jason (16)
“I have developed a
difforent outbook on
nalung alter coming
back from the Edu-
Venture inip. | have
promised mysel
that | will contribute
1o profect nature by
starting a cleaning

1 up r.mu:targnln iy’

'mamhmwmm )

e,

t{.‘rkﬂﬂp- 3
m.lrﬂrummen't daqnlqaﬂ:bsa it pres
Ming damaged,
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The paper for today's youch
AGENER N
P The voles for the fina-
\!M lists of the Miss Teen
Lefd, 2005 pageoant have

been courrted and the
¥ £ | results mada knowm,

jprore

Anathor growp of This man makes
young Namibians gets somathing averybody
the chanee to wiall eafs avery day. if may
spectacular areas of not be hoard to do but Ji
the country. | is vevy fmportant

Page & Page ¢

HIGHER AND HIGHER ... A Irp on an Eduleniuras

expedition always haz somalthing specta! to offer. Here Fatima Moedon and Ida Ruwezs from the National

tnstitute for Special Educalion In Windhoak anfoy the speclacular view in the Momib-Nawkiul? Park, Seo the story on page 6.

SchoolNet a hit at educational forum

amibia's SchoalMet

5 a project that cauld

be replicated all over
Africa, according to a report
an infarmation and com-
munication technologies in
basic education released
al a recent conference in
Dakar, Sonagal.

MNamibia was one of Lhe
countries to exhibit their best
practicas in education at
the Education For All (EFA)
Dakar +Five meeting last

There the intermational com-
munity committed iiseff bo six
miajor goaks of Education for
All (EFA) by 2015,

The SchoolNat project, ac-
comnding to the special repor
on IGTs in education in Na-
mibia, could be maodified and
ihen used alsewhere.

It said it was important that
the [CT application enjoys
official govemmaent sanclion
and is guided by carefully
amived at pedagogical and

“Mothwithstanding this,

il should be undarscared
that SchoolMet Mamibia's
achlevaments ... can serve
a5 an Impatus for other
African countries,” the report
said.

“Im addition,” the repart
went on, *SchoalMet Nam-
bia's pravision of lechnical
ICT sarvices to non-gov-
emmental organisations
{NGOs), government de-

pariments, unemployed
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Soorats Catlsge camo fom tha N
itional Institu tars secial Edtlcaﬁnn The
Ynuﬂmgapar talked tg some of the' cﬁilﬂr&ﬂn i

ﬂus is wha thu}t hadtl:l say :

he EduVentures programme achieved

anociher first when it invited leamors from

the Mational Instilute for Special Educa-
tion {NISE), who ware joined by their countar-
paris from 51 George's Callage, to their most
recant expedition to the Chowagas Mountain in
lhe Mamib-Maukluft Park.

Altagether 12 deaf and hearing impairad
leamers from MISE and an additional four fram
&t George's participated in the 15-day long
mentally and physically ehallenging expedition
1o he Mamib Desert,

The purposa af the trip, a5 with all pravious
five journeys to rimole areas fo investigate Ma-
mibia’s biodiversity, was 1o collac! specimens
for tha Mational Museum of Mamibia.

Amnd, apart from identifying and bringing back
all kinds of ive spacimens, like spidars, scor-
picns and ingects, as wall a5 small mammals,
lizards and snakes, for museum callections,
the leamers alzo gained valuable experience
and hands-on education regarding the various
aspects of blodivarsiby.

An ecstatic Tharina Bird, coardinator of
EduVentures, described the lalest expedition
as bodh historic and wery successful during a
reunion recaplion, which also doubled as the
closing of the annual “Musesm Open Days',

“This is chvicusly the most challenging ex-
pedilion to date. For fhe first tima in the histary
of this pregramme we invited leamars from tha
Mational Institute for Special Education for this
very challenging lask.

“And as you know these kids cannat spaak
or hear and you can just imagine what wa had
1z endure during the jourmey. Our task was not
made easier by the lack of transport bacause
we had o travel in very inconvenient fashion,”
she said,

Tharina explained that transpart has always
been one of the biggest stumbling bocks of
the expedition ever since the programma was
launched back in 2003,

It was started 1o assist the cash-strapped
museum keep up s colleclons and give keen
youngsters a chance o do what sciantists do in
tha fiald.

She pointed out that despite the logistical
help fram the major sponsors like MamibRand,
he transport was nol always encugh to camy

YouvrarpapeR

CAN YOU SEE THAT
. Humbi Chitendary
halth aved Sason Balion
axannning the specimans
thay have colfscied.

salves is an undarsatement bacause these
kids really had a wondarful time. The experi-
ance they have gained and the knowledgo thay
hawva picked up is vary valuable,

“At times thay had challenges to endurs, es-
pecially the demanding mountain hiking, which
needed greal strength and courdage lo aver-
come, Howeaver, these learners showed great
determination and commitment 1o pull hreugh,”
sha noted.

The entourage spant twa nights at Sasrem
Camp after a gruelling waek and a half of cal-
lecting activilies. This provided tlime oul from a
rgorous programme, and allowed the childran
to experience the Mamib in all af its frue splan-
dour. - Conrad Angula

LAST CHECK ...
Moses Vezaesvale
(rgtt) fias his bag
B fittad.

INSPECTING ...
Naogjlassta Komer
i5 alf concentration
a5 zhe ingpecis a
spacimon,

-CAMP SITE - Moses

Vafeemra n! Le
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§ bast to get up and
runming again
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Members of this | ~'_',,|H f Anathar enferprising
= sirugpiing HIV-AIDS | Fyl group of young
I club are dolng thelr sclantists has just |
|

lssue 35, OCTOBER 25, 2005

A youmg man from
Swakopmund folfowed
\| s dream and now has |
| hils awn clothing fabe!
for the youthr
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Prittientt, 08

work collocting sclentific spacimens for the National Museum of Namiva during a recant EduVardires Expecition ara Francis

Bassingitiwaighe (lafi} from St Paul’s Callege, Windhoek and Benson Muramba, & lectiical assislant at the musoum, On this expediion parficipants cavared 70km

by road ard 2 000k by vehicle to collect areund 1 800 specimans of spidars, scorpions, insecls and someo reptiles. Phata; EduVantiras

wi yaung Mamibians

frem the narth have had

their film seripls select-
ed from aboutl 22 000 from all
aver Africa lo be mads into
movies,

Soma months back wa
carriod a story where around
800 vaung Mamibians en-
terad heir film scripls in the
Scanariog from Africa compe-
H lilion coordinated by the Om-
belja Yehinga (Red Ribbon)

Y Organisalion dealing with
HINV-AIDS and ils prevention,
The theme was around the
lopic of HIV-AIDS,

Twanly ning af tha and naded

onfries made il 1o the national
slage of the compatition,
On Oclaober 14, in Burkina
Faso, judges from a number
of African countrias chosa
the best 15 English and bast
15 French eniries. The basi
10 in each category ara dus
o ba filmed by some of the
continent's lap filmmakers.
These works are also to he
translated Into a numbear of
African languages, as waell
a5 Franch and Portugquese,
Mamibian judge, Marius Jo-
hennes, teld the Youlhpaper
last week,

ThEa litrku MamibBlane @ es

Putting Namibia on the film map

Adriano Vananclo (19) when
he entared, from Rundu whe
wrola a script with rapa as
the thame, and Sydney Ma-
khosi (18] who wrola abioul
HIV-AIDS and peoaple with
disabililies.

The projact sponsors which
Include Unicef, Comic Raliel,
Planatd and TVS, fo nama
a faw, ara recruiting fund-
ing la bring ke scripts to the
scraarn,

Adriano and Sydney will
each raceive a medal, &
cerlificate and a small cash
priza, according Lo the organ-

- e Ly ey e i, ey B
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GOTCHAL ..

Finding the first three gladiafors ever recorded

1 SCIENCE

fram the Gandwana Canan Park was ana of tha highlights of

the Edulenfuras Expodifion,

The Tth EduVenturas
Expedition has sarvad
ils purpose fully. Edu-
Vonluras are centrad arcurd
Iwo-week long exploratary
and dala-collecting expedi-
tions to remota areas during
which groups af children,
accompanied by sciantisis
and teachars collect data,
spacimens and artifacts of
Namibia’s nalural and social
histary.

Project coardinalar Tharina
Bird announced that (he lwo-
weok oxpedition, which was
hald at Klein Aus Visla and
the Gondwana Canan Park
in {he soulh of the counibry,
was probably the mosl sue-
cessiul sxpedilion to date,

A group aof 23 paopla,
consisling of 15 learners
and alght adulls, took part in
this expadilion, which also
wilnessad children frem the
Namibia Instilute for Special
Education (MISE) laking part
lor the sacond Lime,

“This will probably go dawn
as the mosl challenging and
exciling expedition in the
saven year history of tha
EduMeniuras projaci. This
Qroup was also vary spos
cial in the sanse thal thoy
warked very wall a3 a group.

“Thare wera fawar com- .
plainls overall and tha
childrén wara tremandously
locused on ihe job at hand.
This expedition was also
vary successful in the sense
el we onllestted mara,
specimans than at any other
lirma,” Bind noled.

She described the finding

MEAEI'..I'RIHG

Luarmrs ol’EﬂuL"onﬂms sear at.f{Ian Haus

of ihrea gladiatars, the first
evar to be recordad from the
Fizh River Canyon, as ong of
tha biggest highlights of the
exploration,

Added Bird: “We inilially
mistoak tha first gladiater we
found for a crickat or aven
a praying manlis, We also
found several rack engrav-
ings in the riverbed and the
kids were completely fasci-
nated by tha rock art.

“They also leamed how
1o distinguish historic rock
art from modem day graffitl.
What also exciled the lsam-
ars was o hear that rock arl
was aclually used as a way
af communicaling by our
anceslars,”

She added Lhal ihe baau-
tiful plants and landscapo
also added to the magnifi-
cent view from the plaleau,
which makes for an excellent
tourist attraction. Tha entou-
rage was also very lucky to
seen the Mamib's wild horses
galioplng free and sustain-
Ing themselves in ona of the
warld's harshest climales in
a scanario which, acecording
to Bird, doas not happen oo
oftan, The participants weare
also privilegod to lake part in
@ proper research project at
Klein Aus Vista. Most of the
expadition ook place in the
Gondwana Canan Park, fol-
lowing the Gaap River up to
the Fish River Canyon and
back aver the nugged Berg-
landd aletea cuadeakiog the
canyon and vallays.

She descrived the Gond-
wana Cancn Park as a

méring the lazf expedilion of the yaar.

Tussday October 25 2005 5

génup of 15 leamers from schoals a

' the ity have Just complated the final Edu-|

' Ventures Expedition for 2005, We asked |

'-.-.mma for their views and this |s mtﬂuy I
| hadiosay:

l:hrhmmanm
) _SlFuui'l-' ol u!:

"Thh {our was !rll;l an uppam r:hy
ﬂla fifatierba fear e | Have &1 .

\
B\ i
WELL DONE! ... Piatar Ganis {righ),
presants lnnocance Agoshinho, leamer |
af the National Institute for Special |
Ediircalion, with tho Nicholas Krong
floating trophy which is anly presenfed
fe participants for excaptianal
achigvamant durig the Edulantures
Expeditian, The prize in memory af
the Eduventures co-foundar who oled
oarlior this yoar,

'M&ﬁuﬂ';alihhr ‘el jmg:wmrym:u
5 [ wiorg i
pud%gj!fmi nﬁmdwﬁﬂupﬂnﬂﬂmﬂmm
o tamped,

WaY TO GO .. an.::rs
Bassingthwaighte (lefi] recelves n‘m
traphy for being the hest colloctar
friwm EduVaniures project coordinator
Thanna Bind. i

place which falls within an
area rich in biodivarsily and
andemics, bul with littla
scianlific data available and
al many places very difficult
lo reach,

“# good place for the Tih
EduVanturas expedilion to
callect data,” she said, add-
ing that animals and plants
alectar durdam iz avges
difion were placed in Ma-
mibia's scientific collections. |

- Conrad Angula 1

HEAWY DUTY ... Innocence Ag
carmneing ame of the haawy reks
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* Tver-Eric Kanzler

nsecs tha made kead-

lines all ever cha warkd

faur yeurs apo can ha
found ac cha Fith River
Caspan. This is ane of the
fincirgs of the moat recent
expedicion of the EduVen-
tures iniciachg ta seutharm
Mambiy

Livrrg specimens of this
predatory insect, nick-
mmed Gledhicoe, wors
first diageengrad in 2000
an Brandberg Mountin in
rarth-western Mamibio
Aegording to experts, thic
wats as sensaconal 1z fa
mamemoth had baen foaimed
alive Lol nerw, Bt ot
knoren chas she ingects
e<gur at the Fith River
Caryan as well The cnes
fownd chere could sven ba
arsacher ress spociss.

ides of the Gladistor
and thi expaditian were
therwn a2 the Habioc
Aetearch and Develop-
ment Centre (HRDC)
in Fztumura on Fridyy
evening, and Eduantured
rewarded participants of
th expediticn lor com-
ettt and modvacion
tharing an award cerensa-
ny. Innocence Agascnha
(14}, 2 dealmmien pugsl at
thi Mk Insgitute for
Lanzial Education [MISE),
wat awarded the menc
award, Franos Bassingth-

walghne {15} of 5t Pauls
the bt collector prize
ane Anita Shoonpeleni
{15) of Immarel Shifidi
Secondhry Scheal ¥ pires
prize’ for the Glidiaper
fined. EduVargured is an ini-
thicha within the Maticral
Mibeim of Mamibi m
#H’rﬂ'vﬂmblu doiim znd
£et young poople exied
ab=ue namirg,

Fftnen girls and bays
from ¥Windhook and

"~ Kanmura cook parg in ehe

eupedition Iream Auguse
10 1o Sepeomber 1, The
first stap wai Klein-fus
Wista {Gandwana Sper
rpebiot Rand Park) west
of A, where Informoban
absour the lesser habsoan
spider was gubeeod — far
a zclence prajoc of spider
wpriart Thearina Bird.
Three days hter, the
group was hkdng in e
Augurabis o, the rarth-
ern part of Gosdwarn

Park at the Fish

Rhver Canyon, Thore,
biclopise Samana
Mapfume and

pupil Arica

Shaangeloni

fourd three

Ghdiazor

inT, ox, Thery

Al dgwren
two ard Tour
cenometres long, resem-
bl yousnp peaying aainta
ingachi, bt im contrast to
tha lasver prab ther prey
with frome and midale
pairs of fegs.

Snce chey could rae ba
chazed with 2y of eha 20
krerty indet arders when
ehary wire dizsovered four
¥EAMT 330, 3 new onder
—ihe first one In BT years
= was ermblivhed far
theme Manmephaemaiodes
[Hiel walkiers), Agart
freum this exciting find, the
studencs pachered about

Friday Cciober 21 2005 13

NOVELTY ... Anifa
Shoongalend with bath of hios
Glaalator inseels, Photos: Eduleniures

2 000 plent s animal
sarmples for the sdencific
obecoans of the Mananl
Ramnical Researel
brsminuee (MRRD) el eha
Maonal Mussm

"I peally ergayed loaking
far searpions,” imecence
Apastinho sy in sin
largumpe and smiles. Y
was simply great helding
the Gladizzar ingeet @ niy
pak, - Focall Karen M-
e (16, Imrmanad Shaidi
Secandary Schoal).

“#nd | cawsghr a grass
snake ard fed ic gracthes-
pers,” Francis Bas-
ingthwaighia 2dids with
wgarkding eyes. All of them
agree that the most dif-
ficule pare wae hiking wach
backpacks. Bur after thi
first e iy, eviryone
ot e £o i

Thee: enthustazm of che
youngaiers dearly proves
the ssccess of Bdu'Yen-
wires. Thir progeairens
wld SEIPTEd D e agm
By Therina Bird [rpider

expert an che Fazicral
HMusawm) and tha Lita
Hichalas Krane, then
i pmcher af Immanoed
Shifidi Secandary School
Three expeditons and
several weekend evour-
siorns are armanged every
year, Salecoion of parti-
IS i GEMEL

Tha expediion wauld
not ba poasile without
domadons and supparc
Main sponscrs wers the
Matbanal M, the
Gabad Emiranmonial
Fura ({GEF}. the Rasting
Foundation, the Mamibi
Flacure Foundcon
(PMPF), and the Gerdwara
Canom Park. Waluzkis
canzribuaie wars alie
made by Tra Supermarier,
Flastipring and Klein-Aus
Wiz

For mare infamea-
v, conenan BdhiVion-
Dares af (6] ) 20 6809,
irdaiifeduventures-alrc,
O Yoo ey e -
alficoeg
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The paper for woday's youth

| A fire has destroyod | | [ ] Another group of i
mast of this . ! young Narnibians has
envirenmontal | S 8 chanco of wisiting
educiation contre and a fascinating remofe

This yeung man
has your fifo in his
handy litorally when
d e goos fo wark in

Y aviation

Papge 9

VUNDER WORM ... This caterpilar, which has adepted ils shapa to look ke the leaves around I, Is
rought back frorm the recamt EduVentures tnp ta the Ba pwes Mountains fust inside Wamibia's borgo
om Omuhonga Mobile School. Phota: Conlributed. See page 6.

anong the 4 000 odd mainty plant and insocts specinins
rwith Angola. The feamer in the backgrouad is Sammy Tiute
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Nothing beats a trip with EduVentures!

me! The inslant that 22kg weanl an my
back | knew it was noi going fo ba like
a stroll in the park, becausa tha first
day was the warst of them all.

Getling used 1o the "pain and sul-
fering” was very difficult for me but
{o survive | had 1o kespup. | had o
mativate myselll Al some pednt | even
wanied 1o give up but just kept on
going: You can imagine how we fell
when ihey informed us ihat wa had
o hike for one exira day. Howewar all
tha hiking and caliocling was worth itl

The bast partaf it afl was the end.
We went to Epupa Camp got a won-
derld treat (deliciously baked "choco-
late” cake), went for a swim, chilled,
chilled and relaxed..,

The naxt day wa went to Elosha
again got a spocial pemmit lo entar

EEAUTIFUL BJ‘!CKERDUND

CREATURE COMFORTS ... EduVentures expadition leader Tharna Bivd, whao is
the curator of the spider colfection al the Nafianal Musoan in Windhook, af one
of the ovemight campsites on their 1i-day expedition. They had plenty of rain

o the trp which is why there is so much plastic about to keep their packs dry.

Natiapal Museum lﬂduﬂmfasmsrunr
Bonson Muramba giving a presentalion
1o parants, fnends and sponsors in
Winahoek after the EdulVentures tnp

fo the Baynes Mourtalng in northerm
Namibia. Pirolo: Gammen Monay

middle of nowhere {okay in the

Baymes Mouniaing), going up hill
at times, with a minimum of 22kg on
‘wour back for the girs and 24kg for
v boys, no assuranca of 100 per
cant clean waier, sleeqing on 1he
ground and no promise of prapar
baths baefore tha ebovanth day. Then
think of EduVentures|

On the 1d4th af April, we (Tim Holch
and Winnie Ndjaka) had the opporiu-
nity io accampany the EduVentures
team on their Fih expedition to the
Baynes Mountains in search of new
species of arthropods and practically
any ofhar inlerasting crealures wa
cauld find and cary. Pravious axpodi-
Bons were 1o he re], Brand-
barg, Hamib Desed eic and the 8th
axpedition will be o tha Sperrgebiat,
Ona had 1o be physically and mantally
raady for the 10 days of hiking.

The day before the departure, we
preparad everything for the expedi-
tion. Our chores included cutling
cheesa, ralianing tha foad for the 10
days of hiking and checking every-
ane's luggege.

The joumey to ihe Baynas Moun-
tains was vary long thus wa got the
apporiunity o gat 1o know one an-
ather boeftter. The fiest night we slept
at Etosha and eardy the next meming,
made oter way 1o Opuawo, wheare we
picked up the four Himba guys and
hair teacher, who weare to accom-
pany us {hay stay in and around the
Baynes Mountains and speak the Oiji-
hararo language and being Oshiwam-
bo spaaking it was not vary difficull to
cammunicala and o undarsiand thair
language). AL first, we did nol spoak
te each other but as lime went on
we slared takking and even laughing
with each ather] That night we had a
gimpse of the beaubiful Epupa falls
and slopl thesa. |

In a vary grand lorry we ware put
early in ihe moming and off 1o the
Baynes Mouniains we went!

I magine 11 days of hiking, in the

10 daysl

First night I the mountaing was fun.
Since it had rainad just a few days be-
fore we found water near o where we
wara sleeping. Wa sort of goi “ahead
of ourzalves” and had ampda fun with
the water, From thal first night | had

a feeling.... The feeling of 22kg on
wour back is not pleaasant. Baliewa vou

a gate that normally only sclentists

Phata: Eduleniines

MAKING
FRIENDS ...
Leamers on
the Baynes
Mounksns
expediion gol
e ehance fo
el the focal
residonls.lhe
Tiimba and

A leam a itle
aboul thedr
cusioms and
culfure. Fholo:
EduVentures

enler and saw a ot of different kinds
of animals {we wers even allowed 1o
et oul of the cars!)

Whal we all leamt al EduVenlures
was samelhing no schoo could hawa
ever taught mel Leaming for me
slarted the very first day | selt fool on
EduVentures temilory (il the moment
| 1eft that placa. Mol anly did EduVan-
{ures teach me about nalure, stars,
even grass, but it also taught me stufl
about myself.

ITyou did not go along | feal pity
for you bocause you missed oul on
an unforgettable experience and will
probably never experience life the
way we did! - Winnie Ndjala (DHFS)

Learners lleln maintain science collections

amibia’s Matienal Museum

and the National Bolanical

Research Instiluta (NBRI) are
over 4 000 spoecimens richer thanks
fo the hard work of & group of learmn-
ers and leachers, who have just gat
back from & trip of a lietima.

Aged batween 15 and 18, the 13
learners from lhe Deulsche Hohere
Privalschule (HPS) and A Shipana
High-Schoal in Windhoek and from
the Omuhonga Mobile Schoal in
Kaokalznd spani fram Apal 15 until
May 4 in the remaole Baynes Moun-
tains, just inside Namibia's northem
baorder with Angola in an area far-
marly known as Kaokoland.

They ware accompanied by Edu-
Ventures schnlists, a baologlst from
Germany and two Tjimba and one
Himba boy from the area lead by
Tiajandjami ‘Jan’ Tjimbua,

Tha 11 day expadibon mvolved
spending three nights in Timba

HERE'S HOW

Iparmars o the Edulientures expodition
o the Baynes Mounlain callect water in
fha iradibonal wav Phalo: Eduliertiires

NIGHT WORK ... Leamers, sone
wilh haad torches, looking for insec!
specimans batwean slones and grass
at might duving their 11 day collecting
Irip. Photo: EduVentures

guestquarters and having a chance
1o getto know their hosts and some
af thair traditions. In contrast o the
Himba, who ara cattle herders, the
Tiimba on mounlains plateaus used to
Iwer on what they caught hunling and
fruit and fubers before more recently
{uming to catile herding.

As the area is so difficult 1o croes,
ihe participanis fravellad on fool with
{hrea donkeys Lo-help carmy some
of tha load. The three Koakaland
learners, who were in'greal physical
shape and knew the area, enjoyed
{heir ‘home advantage’ by scouting
ihe way and shanng their knowledge
about nature wilh thair now friends.

“Mews of our expadition spread  like
wildfire, of course,” sald Samanta
Mapfumo of EduVentures, "Pecple
actually came over from other villages
{o jain us for a chal in'the evening.”

What did they bring back? “More
than 4 000 plant and animal samplas
were collecled: 2 822 insects classad
wilh 26 of tha 32 known ordars{

including a Few ‘Gladialors' discov-
ared in 2002), 1 132 spidors and
scorpions (the largest one had the
size of a man's hand), 118 milkpedes
and cenlipedes (among them one
with feathar-fika appandices — tha
mest poculiar centipede Lhe scan-
{ists had ever seon), live warms, 15
amphibians, 21 repiiles 1 bird and
71 plants.” The main Spomsars were
Medbank, Glebal Environmanial
Facility (GEF), Kaokohimba Safaris,
Epupa Camp, Namibia Nature Foun-
dalion and Rossing Foundation.
Eduventuras would wealcome more
sponsors as well as scienbsis and
leachers to accompany the leamers,
Cwer 90 leamess from 12 schools
have had the chance to go on an
EduMenturas Irip since ihe project
slarted in 2003, For mora infarma-
ton cantact Tharna Bird or Samanta
Magfuma at (061)276809 or amail:
infogeduventures-africa,org o visit
www eduventures-africa.ong.

- Carmen Honey

WELJ!. DONE ... At le.'r ol oramn?
aapadilion ting eamer who has
excalled in all aspecls eosivas an
award for being the hast particloant.
Heva Tharea Bird presenls Famy
Tiiposa from the Qmwhongs AMobile

B rhool with the nnze and a cartifiticois
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dents went an an EduMentures

. B expedition 1o the north-westem part
al Mamibia, the Kaokoland. Four Grade
2 studenls from ihe Deutsche Hohere
Frivaatshule {DHPS) and aight from A
Shipena Secondary School and threa
from Omuhonga Mohila School in Ka-
okoland attended the brip.

On Wednesday, June 21, 2008, class
9y of DHPS was given the honaur of
Playing host io the thres boys from
Kaakoland, ene of them Himba and tha
olher two. Tlimba. They go by the names
of Sammiy, Fenny and Jehannes.

YWhan some of the students at our
school first heard that three boys from

I n dhe Aprl-May holiday some stu-

HIGH TECH ... Farny Tipoza from
itve Dnriihionga Mobde Schoal in
Kaokodand amfoying an introducion
o compitors whitc on avisit fo
Wirdfioek.-Pholo: Comlrbuted

A "'"'ﬁﬁ. i --—'_ T | |“'ﬂ-.,*--"'-'—|“"'_
Kaokolandihovs

Kaokoland wre coming to visil, thay
thaught that the: boys would be dressed
in Himba traditional clothes and that
the boys would be differenl. But they
were surprised because thi boys were
dressad just like any ofher teenagers in
Windhoek and they could speak a bit of
Englizh,

The: bays atiend Omuhonga Mo-
bile Schoal, which means that school
doesn't always take place al tha same
placa, They were fascinated by our
schoal becausa il is very b and has
a swimming pool. But most of all thoy
wore intarested in the way thal we al
g along wall even though we all come
from different backgrownds and we be-

=

NEW BUDLNES . Sanwmy Tido, Fenmy
Tfiposa and, an the far right, Jan Tlajandiambi
with Jufian Kavenjandia wha is in Grade 9 af
the OHPS where the leamors from Omuhonga
Mobile School spent & day in Windhaak
recanily. Phole: Comimbuled

W g O M
long to different ribes.

The boys enjoyed themsatvas a lat
and so did we. We also leamt a lol fram
them, they told ws about their school,
tha diffarent elhinic groups they come
acroess @l their schools and the dilfer-
ence botween the ethnic groups.

We persanally think thal il was 2 won-
dariul experiencs for both the studonis
fromn Kackoland and the students from
our dass because they lad the chance
o Se0 and expenence anoltier culiure
which is diffarent from the cullures they |
experience avenyday but yet still is
Mamibiam,

- Martha Hatutale and Desmond
Katamila

MEW STUFF ... DHFS Grade 9 physics
teactior Hennke Schmigl-Ocuwmonf
(right) demonstratireg apparatus i tho
labaratory white {from laft) Samemy,
Fenmy and Jan loak on, Phata:
Cantrbeded
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dl'uﬁ' OWN SPOT ... Fiflsen-yourald invacance Agostiie fom the NISE School for he Hesting npaied In Winadhook looks
o as EduVanteos founder Thatna Bird axpining the prajoc) fo Yeuth minister John Matorwa, EduVentures officially apanad
their spience fabarmtory ai the Winahook Muzeum on Thursday, lnnocenco leok parf m ho recem Scrence EduVeniums
axpadiion fa e Longer Helprich Ming area in the Mamil Nkl Padk, Seo story on page 5 Photo; Cavman Hopey
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Students practise science

Iter thoroughly oxamin-

ing the animal under

ha micrascops, Alna
Mwalya typos “prodatory
spider” inlo the computar
lisl. Next 1o her, Johannes
Mayumbein excitedly com-
pares the entry wilh his own
sl Bolh lsls are extensive
and eonlaln many names of
tha Insects ond arachnids
‘which weare coilecied in a
sludy area closa 1o the new
uranium mine Langer Hein-
ek In Namib Naukht Park.
The questian which Aing
orad Jehannes are dealing
with Is: will they be abls to
Tind two compamble arens,
ane of them in fhe vicinity
ol tha mins, tha other clase
o Bluthuppe, & Hitle furthor
away?

Aina and Johannes ga
atout thair task like sea-
soned soentists. Evien
thekigh they anre onby 14
angd 17 years ald and still at
schoal. Thoy ade wo of 18
studers from five sehooky
wha are taking part in the
first Sclance EduVeniures
project, The basic issue is
i impact of tha now urand-
ur ming on tho envirenmaent,

EduVentures is an initia-
tive of 1ne Nalional Musaum
of Namibia which aims at
ratging enthustasm lor nature
and ihe natural sciencos in
young pecple; &l the same
Limé valuahbls dota o wall as
pioml 2nd animal spacimons
ora gathered for ihe schantific
colections of the Natanal
Musoum and the Matianal
Bedanical Rassarch instiluto
INBRI), EduVentures par-
tizipants found the Gladinior
Ineect, which was only dis-
cavared recendly, lor the first
bme at lhe Fish River Can-
yon in Seplamber kast yaar,
and near Aus they camea
acrmss wa spider specios
which ga far had not boen
knewn fo oeeur bn Namibia.

\With Sdence Edulentures
e Inltialove s taken one
step lurhen paricipants da
no; marely colfoct data, ul
complate alt the scienific
tachs which are necessary lo
answer a particular research
queslion.

Elghteen sludents who
had already galthered soma
BXIaTIENCE on O proviaus
EduVeniures expediiion
wara chosen from among iha
meny applicants. A moeting
during the weakend of 17 to
18 February prepared tham
fer the project, Tho basics of
Serentific wark wena amang
Iné main topics; whot is the
alm &l sdence¥ What is tha
meantng of ethics in selenca,
wrat s 'unelhical” conduct?
Whal mathods are available
2 seienlisl and why doos
5o have 1o conaidar them?
Tha panicipants were alag
ghvon on mtfoduction to the
wLCy red and tha uraniem
mit2 Langer Heinrich, Ex-
zo-is ef the Univaraily and

HARD AT WORH

- Sarica Henghallf 17), Jan Jonker Afrivanar Smrla‘nry Schood in frant with

Hitma Medta (17) of St Powls Coliage flefljand Karsn Muteda(18) of immanual Shilidl Scesndary

Sehool working mway o hoir exgariments in the Science Eduvaniures labaratary, Phala: Comnbled

the Polytechale af Mamibia in
fha fialds of biotogy. chemis-
Iry and social sclencs asied
a8 lecturars and mantars.

The mine had caused
headlines: environmaental
Inifiatives enticisad Ihat
permission has besn granted
o mina uranium in a national
nafiere consonvation areg
and warmaod aof iraparable
damags (o the environmanl,
“This is & highly canltrovarsial
issue”, admits Tharnina Bied,
a co-founder ol EduVeniures
and an arachnologist (axpan
an spidors) at the Netiongl
Mussum. "But far this very
reason (| Suls our projoct
extramaly wall: the studonts
fiava Lo [Bam 1o approach -
suBs 35 heulraBy 3s possible
Insiead of baing guiged by
emations,”

Tha main question can-
caming the anavironmental

inpast was dhvded Into

fiax sub-sechions and cor-
reaponding sub-projecls.
Car the mana's ovarburden
be rehabiltated agan?
Which pants and animals i
the area concermod Hve in
pathales and thelr surround-
i1 7 VWhat ara the conse-
fuances of axiracting larpe
amaunizs of groundwaler?
How do mining operallons
affect the camel tham lreas
wihich susiain numerous ani-
miats? How do planls in the
nres reat! o abdodlc {chemi-
cal) substancas and whal
dowes It man for rehabiliia.
tion af@r tha mina closos?
And the question which Alna
snd Johannas ang locking
Il ara thera simidar aroas
clzse to tha mine and further
away (at Blutkuppa §? Tha
purpass of this foal question
{8 10 monilor bath araps avor

an axtanded pesiod of time

&0 fhal possible changas in
e viclnity of {he mine can

indeed be attrbuled 1o min-
ing pclivilios.

Waerk an site stariod one
week after ihe infroduction,
Diring thair clghi-day excur-
son the 1B studanls gath-
erid dola for their research

questions. They measured
temperatures and wingd
spaods, took soil samples,
coliected plants and caught
animats, Tha samples were
also needed for the sconlific
collections ot tho Naticnal
Musedim and tha National
Botanical Rassarch Inslifuls
{NBRI). During the excursion
thiz studonts also learni that
on a figld Irip things do nat
akways work oul as expected,
rediles and small mammals
did not cooparale and could
nol b trapped.

‘Wark in the Sclonce Lah

Back in Windhoek the male-
rial was eagerly ovalunted.
For this particular purpose
EduMentures hassslup s
laboratary, equipped with
MICORCOpes, compulars,
inteme! arcesk and o=
sanbal texibooks, in o room
of the National Museum
“Many echools do not offer
comnpLier classes yel”, says
Samanta Maplemo from
EduVaniures, "Wa show
ihe studeants hew o use the
iernat far rasaarch or how
o eampile Excal latles and
chars, so thal later &t whiver-
sity they do noy find ham-
solvos ol & compiste loss,”

Tha padicipants of Science
EduVantires oot together for
anpiibes meeting from Mareh
24 10 26, This temie the focus
was an how seientific results
are presented, Because (his
part of sclontific work i3 pras-
licod as will: participants in
the prajact slared 1o presen
their findings and canclu-
sions on Thursday, Apel G.

The actual reason for ihe
public evani iz, howaver, [ha
official inauguration of the
‘Seipnes Lab' and thank-
irig the donors. Ronovating
endd equipping tha lab waould
have baan impossibie with-
oul thie support of the Em-
bassy of Garmany, Buliders'
Warshouse, WORX and tha
Desart Research Foundation
of Namibia (DRFN), EtuVen-
ures needs continued sup-
port in fulurs ze well: spother
twa EduVeniures oxcursions
and twa Science EduVian-
ures projecis are planned for
this yeas

Corvact; EduVentures,
«2fi4 (Q151 276809,
tnfodiieduvenines-afics.ong,
W, odluveriure s-afiea. o

EduVentures statistics to date

'Elpar.llllnn:?
Children: 75 - .
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